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have been the same at all the ports. The stationery pre-
pared is furnished through the Government printing office,
at a considerable saving in cost, and clerks in the accounting
branch of the Treasury are relieved of much labor in the
preparation of statements.

Upon the transfer of Mr. Columbus Delano from the
office of commissioner of Internal Revenue to the Secretary-
ship of the Interior Department, the question of the appoint-
ment of a successor was considered. The President named
General Alfred Pleasanton, who was then a collector of
internal revenue in the city of New York. He had been a
good cavalry officer, a graduate of West Point, and the
President was attached to him. My acquaintance with
Pleasanton was limited, but I was quite doubtful of his fitness
for the place. My opposition gave rise to some delay, but at
the end the appointment was made, the President saying in
reply to my doubts that if he did not succeed he had only
to say so to the General and he would leave at once. The
appointment of Pleasanton was urged by Mr. Delano and
General Horace Porter as I understood, both of whom were
very near the President.

Pleasanton had been informed of my position, and al-
though I was his immediate superior he did not call upon
rne, nor did he ever, except upon one occasion, come into
rny office, unless I sent for him. On my part I resolved to
avoid any criticism upon his official conduct unless compelled
to do so. He entered upon his duties the first of January,
1871, and although in several instances I had occasion to
control his purposes in regard to contracts and to the refund
of taxes, I did not feel called upon to mention the facts to the
President. In May the President said :

" I have come to the conclusion that Pleasanton is not
-succeeding in his office."

I replied: "That is-so/'